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TRUSTEES’ REPORT 


To the Honorable, the City Council of the City of New 
Bedford, Mass. 


The Trustees present their seventy-second annual report 
to the City Council in the Report of the Librarian, which 
has been adopted by the Board. 


Respectfully submitted, 


BORD ©) Re RUS eS: 


GrorGE H. Tripp, 
Clerk of the Board. 


LIBRARIAN’S REPORT 


To the Trustees of the Free Public Library. 
Gentlemen :— | 


This issue of the Librarian’s Report makes the Seventy- 
second Annual Report of the Free Public Library, and the 
twenty-second of the present Librarian, and as usual it is 
well once more to call attention to the abundant resources 
of the library in providing intellectual food for those who 
will partake. Such reports are now frequently given in. 
tabloid form, avoiding the temptation to rhetoric which 
assails the writer of annual reports. But, as these summaries 
‘of the years’ work afford an opportunity to address some- 
what formally the public who support the institution, it is 
perhaps pardonable to stress somewhat the activities of the 
library which we serve. 


Our bound volumes now approach 180,000, with at least 
25,000 pamphlets, listed either in the main dictionary cata- 
logue or in an index of local pamphlets contained in the 
Librarian’s Office. Besides the books and pamphlets there 
are nearly 50,000 pictures suitable for circulation, which 
are constantly in use especially among pupils of the 
elementary schools. The teachers find these pictures 
of great value in supplementing school books. In 
addition to the material on our shelves there is opportunity 
to borrow, through inter-library loans, books from larger 
libraries which it may not be advisable to purchase for our 
own collection. Of the books in the library and its branches, 
there are probably 25,000 to 30,000 books on open shelves. 
The others are available, and in cases where card holders 
desire freedom of the stacks, it is reaily granted on request. 
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During the year additional school libraries have been 
established so that now there are over 200 school rooms in 
which are groups of books belonging to the library which 
are freely circulated among the school children. To show 
' that this service is appreciated the figures of the circulation 
of books through the schools bear witness. 


| Through the generous bequests of various individuals 
our library has been able largely to purchase books which 
ordinarily would be beyond the means of the average city 
library. 


A feature might be noticed, namely the special depart- 
ment of Art under a director, and also the Genealogical 
Department, containing two special collections, which are not 
usual in libraries of this size. Both departments seem ap- 
propriate to this city; the Genealogical Department because | 
of the fact that southeastern Massachusetts was the birth- 
place of the ancestors of so many of the English speaking 
‘people the country over. Our collection of books on gen- 
ealogy is among the largest of any public library. It is 
also appropriate that the Art collection should be somewhat 
emphasized, since it is a fact which is of especial interest 
that many artists, some of whom have obtained national 
recognition, have been associated directly with the life of 
New Bedford. Among those whose original paintings are 
upon our walls are the names of Albert Bierstadt, A. Van 
Beest, William Bradford, R. Swain Gifford, L. D. Eldred, 
Louis H. Richardson, Louisa Ricketson, William A. Wall, 
Dodge Macknight, Arthur Cumming, Clement Swift, 
William Baylies, Nat C. Smith, Charles H. Gifford, Margaret 
S. Peirce, Francis D. Millet, C. Arnold Slade, Clifford W. 
Ashley, Leander A. Plummer, Jr., E. R. Sisson; also repro- 
ductions of the work of D. W. Tyron. All of these artists 
have lived in New Bedford or in its immediate vicinity. : 


By generous thought of Louis H. Richardson one of 
his paintings, to be selected by the Trustees, was left to the 
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Library in his will. A Committee chosen by the Trustees 
selected a worthy example of his work, and later the Library 
made a purchase of still another painting by Mr. Richardson. 


The activities of the library have been as usual, with 
few exceptions. 


The Massachusetts Reading Certificate for the en- 
couragement of reading among school children has been 
successfully adopted, and such certificates have been award- 
ed to 600 children who have read at least five books, and 60 
Honor Certificates have been given to those who have read 
at least twenty. In this connection it is of interest to observe 
the great preponderance of foreign names, probably nine- 
tenths of those who have availed themselves of this oppor- 
tunity being of foreign parentage. The School Department 
has cooperated with great success in this work, and a joint 
letter from the teachers in one of the schools is perhaps 
representative of the general opinion in which the course is 
held. I quote from such a letter. “They are giving the 
children . riot only the library habit’ and a tastemtian 
good literature, but there is an improvement in general in- 
telligence along literary lines. The pupils read better orally 
and are getting more from their silent reading. Inasmuch 
as increased ability to read helps in the allied subjects of 
history and geography, we are feeling its effects in those 
branches also.” ' 


A Library Round Table conducted by representatives of 
the State Library Commissioners. was carried on during 
the summer for the benefit of small libraries in this vicinity. 
Six of these meetings were held, and they proved to be of 
great advantage. In connection with a District Convention 
held in the library early in the summer, a Southern Mass- 
achusett Library Club was formed which has already had 
two meetings. The meeting in Attleboro in November was 
attended by four members of the staff, and an address on. 
Children’s Books was given by Miss Thuman, the director 
of the Juvenile Department. 
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The Librarian has visited various libraries and given 
addresses at libraty conventions. At Silver Bay a Conven- 
tion of the Librarians of the Larger Libraries was held. 
At the same time and place was a gathering of the joint 
associations of Massachusetts, Connecticut, and New York. 


_ The Book Talks which were featured in our last year’s 
report have been continued with interest and advantage, and 
are being held during the present season. ‘These informal 
talks, entirely by voluntary speakers, should be attended 
by larger audiences than thdse at present enjoying this op- 
portunity. 


Americanization classes are held through the school 
year, four times a week, crowding two rooms on the upper 
floor. | 


The increasing use of the Lecture Room should be 
noticed. <A list of the organizations using the room will be 
given in an appendix, and shows a very wide range of ac- 
tivities covered by the meetings, which are held in the 
Lecture Room and other rooms which can be used for such 
purposes. About seventy different organizations have held 
nearly 500 meetings in the building during the year. These 
various societies have given the following courses which 
have been largely attended. 


Teachers’ Course in Psychology. 


Bible Lectures. ; 
University Extension Course on the Appreciation of 
Music. 


Citizenship Classes. 

School of Religious Education. 

Readings for the Blind. 

New Bedford Horticultural Society; meetings and 
exhibitions. 

Course in Mental Hygiene. 

A Summer Course of Ten Lectures by the Massa- 
chusetts Division of University Extension. 
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The various publications of the year have covered the 
Quarterly Reports, a Manual Descriptive of the Library 
Building, and a List of Pictures Hanging on the Walls of 
the Library. 


An exhibition was made of the Graphic Arts, and also 
an exhibition of posters given by the French and Italian 
Railways. 


NEEDS. 


The most pressing needs of the Library are the oppor- 
tunities for extension and re-location of the branches. They 
have entirely outgrown their present quarters which are not 
in the proper locations, and furthermore they are in build- 
ings which are urgently required by the Police Department. 
The three branches which were established in city buildings, 
occupied on the lower floor by the various police stations, 
have now become extremely crowded, and it is strongly 
felt by the Library Department, and also by the Depart- 
ment of the Police that other locations should be decided 
upon at once. Sketch plans have been prepared which 
would furnish suitable accomodations for branch libraries, 
and it is greatly desired that speedy action may be taken 
to provide for this need of our library system. . | 


The South Branch should be moved further south as 
at present it is in a section which is far removed from most 
of its readers. The North Branch is at least a mile out 
of what should be the center of library patronage, while 
the West Branch is similarly placed in an inconvenient pos- 
ition. The matter has been referred, by vote of the Trustees, . 
to the City Council, and it is hoped that at least one branch 
building will be completed this year. 


Since we have occupied this building there has been a 
great deal of complaint about the doors being so heavy that. 
it has been difficult for elderly people to open them. The 
suggestion has been made that a revolving door should be 
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put in on the north to remedy this difficulty. By vote of the 
Board the matter has been submitted to the Committee on City 
Property with request that such a door should be installed. 


The same action has been taken regarding a new floor 
covering for Ingraham Hall, our main reading room, and for 
railings to be put in the middle of the steps on the main 
floor and the upper floor. 


On January 20th the City Council responded to an 
invitation of the Board of Trustees and visited the Library. 
Such visits should be repeated annually, and opportunity 
afforded for a formal inspection of the building, its contents, 
and the work of the library. 


As in former years the library has received great help 
' from the Boston Public Library in acceding to our requests 
for books which we did not have upon our shelves. These 
books have been lent to us freely, and we have reciproca- 
ted by sending many books to smaller libraries, a custom 
of inter-library loans which is in use in all parts of the 
country to-day to the great advantage of all. 


The daily Evening Standard has courteously printed 
weekly lists of books added. 


Recognition should be made of the valuable and sym- 
pathetic service of Dr. Francis M. Kennedy who severs 
his connection with the Library Board after a service of 
twenty-six years. He has always shown active interest in 
the work of the Library, and has aided in its development. 


The Librarian wishes to express his obligations to the 
Assistant Librarian. for the efficient manner in which the 
affairs of the Library were conducted during the early sum- 
mer, and also his appreciation of the harmonious cooperation 
of the staff. 


Respectfully submitted, 


GEORGE H. TRIPP, Librarian. 
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REFERENCE DEPARTMENT REPORT 


The work of the Reference and Information Depart- 
ment has continued without any radical changes. It has 
followed the same lines as in the past; the chief work being 
to give aid to those seeking assistance in finding material 
and in answering questions. These questions vary as much 
as the individuals asking them. Most often, they call for 
useful information, such as diagrams for plumbing, steam 
boiler work, textile manufacturing, automobile repairing, and 
census figures. Sometimes they are amusing, as when a 
young man came in asking for a book about “the ideal of a 
woman, and shortly after a young woman asked for some- 
thing on “how to attract men.” 


The school children continue to come in great numbers 
seeking material on all sorts of geographical, historical, and~ 
industrial subjects. Material for debates is continually in 
demand by high school students, as are also plays suitable 
for production, and literature for outside reading in English 
courses. To meet the demand for this literature, there are 
two shelves in the Reference Room which are kept supplied 
with books of fiction, biography, poetry, and essays selected 
from the “Hartford Reading Lists.” 


‘ There are also special collectons of books for history 


classes, for the Community School of Religious Education, 
and for the various holidays such as Columbus Day, Thanks- 
giving, Washington’s Birthday, Decoration Day, etc. There 
have been during the year 468 books in these special col- 
lections. 


The department has circulated 7682 books and maga- 
zines, and it is safe to say that for every book circulated 
at least three have been looked up. The loans to libraries 
of other towns have increased form 189 volumes in 1922 to 


Pole Vi ES Jars), 
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The United States Government documents checked by 
the Reference Librarian during the year have totaled 228 
vols., 1948 pamphlets. From June on all documents having 
a distinctive title have been indexed on cards and filed al- 
phabetically in a special drawer in the Reference Room. 
It is hoped that this will materially aid in the service ren- 
dered by the department. 


HELEN L. COWLES, Reference Librarian. 


GENEALOGICAL DEPARTMENT. 


In the death of Mr. Henry B. Worth, the Geanological 
Department lost a valued friend. He was always ready to 
help and to give from his store of information, gained 
during his many years of research work. 


A scrap-book of the “History of Names” has been made. 
These items appeared as a series in the Evening Standard 
during 1920 and 1921. Much work has been done on the 
~ scrap-book of local pictures, and on one made up of Trans- 
cript clippings pertaining to genealogy. 


A local chapter of the Sons of the American Revolu- 
tion was organized Jan. 26, of this year. Some of the 
prospective members have been helped by information ob- 
tained from books in this room. 


There have been requests, by letter. for records, from 
Kentucky, Michigan, New York, and Canada. Some people 
from California who were in the East on an automobile tour, 
were very appreciative of records obtained and help received 
in starting their family chart. 
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Vital records of the Massachusetts towns of Acton, 
Deerfield, Mendon, and Plympton have been added _ to our 
collection, as well as the following books :—‘“Gloucester by 
land and sea,” by Charles B. Hawes; “Directory of the 
ancestral heads of New England families 1620-1700,” com- 
piled by Frank R. Holmes; and “The Founding of New 
England,” by James T. Adams. Through the kindness of 
Mr. William Edwards Fulton, the Library received a copy 
of the “Fulton-Hayden-Warner ancestry in America,” com- 
piled by Clarence E. Leonard. 


In iooking over former Annual Reports of the Trustees, 
we find that Mr. Tripp and Mr. Ingraham have urged upon 
the public the importance of giving to the Library historical 
pamphlets and records of any kind which would throw 
light on local and family history. We cannot too often 
repeat this request for gifts in the way of pamphlets, old 
maps, diaries, Bibles containing family records, broadsides, 
old wills, old account books, deeds, or in fact, any documents 
which would help in solving the problems so often met in 
genealogical work. Often seemingly worthless papers are 
consigned to the fire which, if saved, would aid greatly in 
establishing a line, or admitting someone to a patriotic or 
genealogical society. 


ALICE Hi TRiIE 
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ART DEPARTMENT: 


During the past year the books in this department have 
been consulted more than ever before. 


Since the formation of the Garden Club of Greater 
New Bedford there has been an unusual demand for the 
horticultural books and periodicals, and there has also been 
a growing interest in our architectural collection. 


Naturally, Professor Van Dyke’s “Rembrandt” is 
“never in.” Reproductions of several of the much dis- 
cussed subjects were hung in the rotunda while the con- 
troversy was at its height. 


The loan exhibition of Graphic Arts which coincided 
with one of the gatherings of the Library Institute aroused 
such intelligent interest that it was afterwards sent to other 
libraries. The visiting librarians expressed much enthu- 
siasm on viewing our local collection as well as a desire to. 
imitate it. 3 


_ More than a thousand pictures have been mounted from 
magazine clippings in the attempt to meet all the require- 
ments of our school work. Several photographs and en- 
gravings have been donated. 


JANE E. GARDNER. 
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CIRCULATION DEPARTMENT. 


It has been truly said that no other institution in the 
city, touches the lives of so many of its people as the Free 
Public Library. 


The total circulation for the year has been 503,963; 
namely : Main Desk 95, 631; Ingraham Hall, (the Open Shelf 
Department) 86,347; Art Room, 4,433; Reference Room, 
7,682; Genealogical Room, 916; North, South, and West 
Branches, 111,461; Juvenile Room, 61,317; School Col- 
lections 135,750; Inter-Library Loans, 341; and Engine 
House Collections, 85. 


The Branches and Children’s Room have had new reg- 
istrations, and the second block of adult cards has been re- 
registered at the Main Desk. 


Under the block system cards are returned at the end 
of five years, and re-registered under a new number. Cards 
that are issued 1921 are renewed in 1926; 1922 in 1927. 
This is considered a very practical method of keeping the 
registration up-to-date. 


About six months ago a small case for new non-fiction 
was placed on the table in Ingraham Hall. It has given 
pleasure to many of the book takers. 


GRACE, Dy SHERMAgE 
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REPORT OF JUVENILE ROOM—1923. 


The work of the Juvenile Room has progressed along 
similar lines to those of former years. More books than 
ever have been circulated from the Central Children’s Room, 
the branches, through the 197 school room collections and 
the five continuation classes. Improved facilities at the 
south and west branches have drawn many children to these 
stations and the results have been most gratifying. We 
hope for a real branch building soon where the children may 
be separated from the adults, a situation which will work 
out to the advantage of both the older and younger 
borrowers. 


As usual, hundreds of books have been withdrawn for 
rebinding and renewal. However, when one considers that 
these books serve not only the children who borrow them 
but whole households as well, especially among our foreign 
born citizens, the investment is a good one and the results 
obtained are a-legitimate excuse for the seemingly heavy 
demands made by this department upon the library funds. 


Every year the Juvenile Department has a_ broader 
field for service. This year the State Certificate plan start- 
ed by the Library Commission has been used with splendid 
results by children from those schools in which the teachers 
have been interested to foster the idea. 604 certificates 
have been issued up to the present date and 63 honor cer- 
tificates. One principal attributes a marked improvement 
in reading ability among his pupils to the extra work done 
for the certificates. 


Children’s Book Week was unusually successful this 
year owing to the united efforts of the library, schools, book 
store,Woman’s Club, Mothers’ Clubs, motion picture theatres, 
and the press. A graded list of good, interesting books was 
given to every school child. An exhibition of posters illustrat- 
ing the week, made by the children in school, was held at 
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the library and brought out a large number of admiring 
visitors. Book talks were held in the High School and the 
churches. A lecture on children’s. books was given by a 
Boston librarian at the library, through the cooperation of 
this library, the Millicent Library of Fairhaven, Hutchinson’s 
Book Store, and the N. B. Woman’s Club. The theatres put 
on pictures recommended by the National Committee for 
Children’s Book Week and gave special performances for 
children. The press gave space to the activities of the week 
and printed lists of books. The Rotary Club generously 
responded to a request and donated $50 to buy books for 
the children at Sassaquin, as an expression of their interest. 
With all these agencies acting in harmony, it would seem as 
if few could have escaped coming under the influence of 
Children’s Book Week. 


Requests from several clubs for a speaker on children’s 
books have been filled from-the staff of the Juvenile De- 
partment. Owing to a full calendar and to increased work 
in the department the classes from the 8th grade in the 
schools were omitted. We hope to continue this important 
work next term. When the High School Librarian is ap- 
pointed we recommend that the instructing of these classes 
be put into her hands. 


JANE E. THUMAN, Children’s Librarian. 
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REPORT OF THE NORTH BRANCH 
HG) Rey L323. 


Those who have not worked in a small library where 
adult and juvenile departments are in the same room 
can not realize how difficult it is to keep the latter from mon- 
opolizing the privileges offered. A strong effort has been 
made this past year to have all juveniles who are not 
studying, out of the room by seven o’clock. As a result 
our adult attendance is increasing. 


Two newcomers to this country have expressed ap- 
preciation at finding their home newspapers on our tables 
and also at the eage with which books may be borrowed. 


Two much-needed book cases have been added to the 
room. 


Children’s Book Week was observed by the exhibition 
of a small collection of old fashioned childten’s books. 


The constant use of the branch in all sorts of small 
ways by the neighborhood is one of the most gratifying 
features of the year’s work. 


ELSIE COLLINS, 
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APPENDIX A. 
ADDITIONS BY CLASSES IN YEAR 1923. 
NEW TITLES 


General Works, 21 
Ethics and Philosophy, 27 
Religion, 43 


Main ‘collection, Adult, 


Description and Travel, 71 
Individual Biography, 63 
Collective Biography and 


Sociology 103 Genealogy, 
Manners and Customs, Z aS? 49 
Beiter 1 iction, ; 314 
red New Titles in Foreign 
Education, 28 Languages 
Language, 7 French 80 
Science, 24 Yiddish | 25 
Useful Arts, 99 Italian 9 
Medicine, Physiology, and Portuguese 7 
Hygiene, fas, Polish 4 
Fine Arts, 62 German 3 
Music, 6 Spanish 1 
Amusements and Sports, 30 Books for Children, 67 
Literature, 105 Books for the Blind, 2 
APPENDIX B. 
CIRCULATION. 


No. of Per cent 
Books of Whole 


Classification. 
Miscellaneous, and periodicals, . 7,480 3.84 
Philosophy, 1,415 aa 
Religion, 1,088 56 
Sociology, 3,068 1.57 
Language, 806 Al 
Science, 1,586 81 
Useful Arts, 5,040 2.58 
Fine Arts, 5,423 2.78 
English literature, 5,553 2.85 
Foreign literature, 929 48 
Biography, 3,830 1.96 
History, 2,025 1.04 
Travel and description, 3,447 17s 
English fiction, 148,535 76.17 
Foreign fiction, ,784 2.45 
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Juvenile Room, 


Classification. 

Fairy Tales, 9,848 
Biography, 1,079 
History, 1,799 
Travel and description, 1,864 
Fiction, 35,085 
Miscellaneous, including Bible 

Stories, Literature, Useful Arts, 11,642 


Books drawn for home use, Central Library, Main Collection: 


Main Desk, 95,631. Ingraham Hall 
86,347, Reference Room 7,682, Art 
Room 4433,f Genealogical Room 483, 


Teachers’ Room 433, 195,009 
tIncluding 54 books for the Blind. 
Books circulated from Juvenile Room, 61,317 
Books circulated from School Collection, 135,750 
Books circulated directly from Branch 
Reading Rooms, 111,461. 
Inter-library loans, 341 
Other Agencies, 368 


Total circulation of books, 


Pictures loaned: Art Department. 


Art Photographs, 74 
Prints, — 39 
Prints (color) 50,714 
Architecture, 47 
Sculpture, 6 
Stereographs, (Juv. R. 7980) 8,350 


‘Miscellaneous, 22,368 


GENERAL STATISTICS FOR 1923. 
Books Added. 


Volumes purchased, Main Collection, 3,120 
Volumes purchased, Juvenile Room, 1,921 
Volumes purchased, School Collection, 1,470 
Volumes purchased, Continuation School, 560 
Volumes added by gift, 785 


PAMPHLETS ADDED. 


Pamphlets purchased, 73 
Pamphlets added by gift, 3,328 


504,246 


81,598 


7,856 


3,401 
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Other Additions. 


Photographs, (gift) 19 
Scrap Albums, (gift) 11 
Stereographs, (gift) 21 
Engravings, (gift) 25 
Atlas *folios, maps (including gifts) 84 
Mounted clippings, Zen 
Miscellaneous, (gift) 28 


Volumes worn out and withdrawn* 


Main Collection, | 778 
Juvenile Room, 773 
School, 1,864 
3,415 
*71 exposed to contagious disease, 
Volumes replaced 
Main collection, 365 
Juvenile Room, 519 
School collection, 1,770 
2,654 
Net addition to the Library in volumes, 4,441 
Number of volumes in Library, December 31, 1922, 180,835 
Number of volumes in Library, December 31, 1923, 185,276 
Volumes bound, including pereodicals and books rebound: 
Main collection, 2,316 
Juvenile Room, 840 
School collection, 1,243 
~ 4,399 
Periodicals in Reading Room (including 96 by gift) 415 
Newspapers in Reading Room (including 12 by gift) 52 
New cards issued, and re-registraton, Central 
Adult, Central Library, 4,865* 
Through Branches 1,731 6,596 5,470 
Cancelled 173 6,423 
Juvenile, Central Library, 2,911 
Through Branches, 2,603 5,514 
Cancelled, 44 5,470 
11,893 
*Includes 786 Juvenile Transfers, 
Total Registered Borrowers, Adults 18,586 
Juvenile, 5,426 
Notices sent out for over-due books: 
Main Library—Postal cards, 7,073; letters, 827 7,900 
Juvenile Room—Postal cards, 2,110; letters, 204 2,314 
Branches— Postal cards, 2,323; letters, 292 2,615 


Books sent for by messenger, 176. 
Books returned through mesenger, 134, 
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BRANCH READING ROOMS IN DETAIL. 


NORTH. 


Books circulated—Adult 31,692 
Juvenile, 23,857, Central 101, 


Cards issued through Central: 


Adult, 1,028*; Juvenile, 1,276 
(*Including 71 Juvenile Transfers) 


Periodicals in Reading Room, 
Newspapers in Reading Room, 


SOUPEE. 


Books circulated—Adult 11,202 
Juvenile, 19,746; Central 62 
Cards issued through Central: 
Adult, 343+; Juvenile, 1,051 
(tIncluding 30 Juvenile Transfers) 


Periodicals in Reading Room, 
Newspapers in Reading Room, 


WEST. 


Books circulated—Adult, 17,441 
Juvenile, 7,523; Central, 30 


Cards issued through Central: 


Adult, 360¢; Juvenile, 276 
(t{Including 16 Juvenile Transfers) 


Periodicals in Reading Room, 
Newspapers in Reading Room, 


210 


55,650 


2,304 


30 
18 


31,010 


1,394 


23 
15 


24,994 


636 


24 
9 


220 FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY 


APEENDIXOC. 
FORM OF LIBRARY STATISTICS. 
Compiled for the A. L. A. Committee on Library Administration, 


Annual report for the year ending December 31, 1923. 


Name of Library, New Bedford Free Public Library. 
Name of Librarian, George H. Tripp. 
City or Town, New Bedford, Mass. 
Population served, 134,000. (Estimated, Dec. 31, 1923.) 
Terms of use— 
Free for lending 
Free for reference 
Total number of agencies 
Consisting of—Central library, One. 
Branches, Three. 
Other Agencies, 34 Schools, 219 rooms in 
schools. ‘ 
2 Engine houses. 
8 Continuation schools, 
1 Relief ship, 
Books lent to 19 other libraries. 
Books borrowed of two libraries. 
Number of days open during year (Central libray), 365. 
*Hours open each week for lending (Central library),72. 
*Hours open each week for reading (Central libray), 79. 
Total number of staff, 22. 
Total valuation of library property, $804,475. 
*Holidays and Sundays, open seven hours for reading. 


INCREASE. 


Adult Juvenile Total 
Number of volumes at beginning of . . 
year 156,546 24,289 180,835 
Number of volumes added during 


year by purchase 3,120 3,951 7,071 
Number of volumes added during 
year by gift-or exchange 785 785 


—_———_— 


160,451 28,240 188,691 
Number of volumes lost or with- 


drawn during year 778 2,637 3,415 
Total number at end of year........ 159,673 25,603 185,276 
Number of pamphlets at beginning of year, Uncounted 
Number of pamphlets added during year, 3,401 
Number of maps and charts, added during year, 84 
Total number of maps at end of year, sme 


Number of photographs added during year, including 
prints and pictures 1,288 
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Miscellaneous, ; 40 
Total number of prints including photographs, etc., 58,830 
Number of sheets of music added during year, Uncounted 


Total number of sheets of music at end of vear, 
Number of clippings added during year, 
Total number of clippings added during year, 


“ 


USE, 


Adult Juvenile Total 
Total number of volumes, lent for 
home use 256,053 248,193 504,246 
Number of volumes of fiction lent 
for home use from Central 


library, (including Foreign) 153,319 35,085 188,404 


Number of prints lent for home use, 81,598 

Recorded use in reading rooms, Uncounted 

Number of exhibitions held, 

Number of lectures given, 11 

Number of publications issued, 5 
REGISTRATION. 


Adult Juvenile Total 
Number of borrowers registered dur- 
ing year (and re-registrations, part 
of year), 6,596 5,514 12,110 
Total number of registered borrow- 
18,586 5,426 24,012 


ers, 
Cancelled, 1923, 173 44 217 
Registration period, 5 years. 
Number of periodicals including newspapers and transactions of 
societies) currently received. 
415 titles with 529 copies of magazines. 
and 52 titles, with 85 copies of newspapers. 
Number of persons using library for reading and study. Not 
counted. 
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APPENDIX D. 


Appropriation, 
Salaries, $34,286.47 
Wages, 16,682.94 
Supplies, 1,113.75 
Labor and repairs, 578.61 
Lighting branches, 476.92 
Heating branches, 672.40 
Printing, 479.74 
Telephones, 69.60 
Express, 252.41 
Incidentals, - 132.80 
Water, 75.14 
Postage, 126.24 
Binding, 169.23 
Furniture, 391.70 
Car tickets, 77.50 
Pictures, etc., 13.15 
Snow removal, 132.78 
Cards, 51.97 
Books, 1.70 
Travel, 178.20 
Book-plates, 34.80 
$55,998.05 
Balance, 1.95 

DOG FUND. 

Balance, d $ 42 
Income, 3,794.03 
Books, $.914i31 
Furniture, 15.00 
Pictures, 9.00 
Express, 26.36 
Labor and repairs, 213.54 
Periodicals, 7.00 
Supplies, 112.25 
Printing, 188.89 
Binding, 765.90 
Wages, jeties 
$1,979.48 


Balance, 1,814.97 


$56,000 


$56,000.00 


$3,794.45 


$3,794.45 
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KEMPTON FUND. 


Balance, $ 1,648.76 
Income, 11,012.28 
Books, $ 7,218.41 
Periodicals, 2,202.41 
Binding, 1,276.03 
Printing, 395.77 
Stationary and supplies, 30.62 
Pictures, 300.25 
Cards, 49.64 
Membership in learned societies, 15.56 
Globe, 63.75 
$11,552.44 
Balance, 1,108.60 
SYLVIA ANN HOWLAND FUND. 
Balance, $ 928.75 
Income, 2,136.57 
Books, $ 2,448.05 
Periodicals, 328.56 
Binding, 149.71 
Cards, 6.44 
Library supplies, 6.88 
$ 2,939.64 
Balance 125.68 
GEORGE O. CROCKER FUND. 
Balance, $ 451.44 
Income, 448.40 
Books, $ 99.61 
Periodicals, 29.00 
Binding, 268.20 
Printing, 65.23 
Library supplies, | 18.75 
480.79 
Balance, $ 419.05 


25 o 


$12,661.04 


$12,661.04 


$3,065.32 


$3,065.32 


$899.84 


$899.84 
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OLIVER] GCROGRERA SUN DS: 


Balance, $:°. 53.04 
Income, 45.00 
Balance, 98.04 
JAMES B. CONGDON FUND. 
Balance, $5, 8.1359 
Income, 22.50 
Balance, 36.09 
GEORGE W. HOWLAND, JR. FUND 
Balance, $ 80.89 
Income, 72.00 
Balance, 152.89 
CHARLES W. MORGAN FUND. 
Balance, $ 50.19 
Income, . 45.00 
Balance, 95.19 
CHARLES ‘L. “\WOOD* FUND: 
Blance, $ 101.99 
Income, 90.00 
Books, | 95.18 
Balance, 96.81 


$98.04 


$98.04 


$36.09 


$36.09 


$152.89 


$152.89 


$95.19 


$95.19 


$191.99 


$191.99 | 
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TOTAL EXPENDITURES. 


Salaries, 

Wages, 

Supplies, 

Labor and repairs, 
Lighting branches, 
Printing, 
Telephones, 
Express, 
Incidentals, 

Car tickets, 

Water, 

Heating branches, 
Snow removal, 
Furniture, 
Postage, 

Cards, 

Books, 

_ Periodicals, 
Binding, 

Pictures, 

Travel, 
Book-plates, 
Subscriptions to Learned Societies, 
Globe, 

Stationery and Library Supplies, 


FINES. 


Fines, 
Miscellaneous receipts, 


Paid City Treasurer, 
Refund on lost books, 
Cash on hand, 
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$34,286.47 
17,010.17 


$73,045.58 


$1,570.00 
158.85 


$1,728.85 


$1,715.85 
140 
12.25 


$1,728.85 
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APPENDIX E. 


ORGANIZATIONS USING THE LIBRARY 


432 MEETINGS DURING 1923. 


Alcott Mothers’ Club. 

Alpha Debating Society. 
American Legion Auxiliary. 
Americanization. 

Animal Rescue League. 

Bible Lectures. 

Blind Reading Circle. 

Book Talks. 

Boy Scouts. 

Business and Professional Women’s Club. 
Catholic Woman’s Club, 

Central Council Social Agencies. 
Le Cercle Gounod. 

Central Copper Co. 

Children’s Aid. 

Child Welfare Asso. 

Children’s Book Week Committee 
College Club. : 
Community Centre Committee. 
Committee for Naval School. 
Country Club. 
Daily Vacation Bible School Committee. 
DAAC: 

Day Nursery Board. 

Disabled Veterans. 

District Sunday School Asso. 
Eastern Star. 

Family Welfare. 

Fine Arts Club. 

Fitchburg Normal School Club. 
Framingham Club. 

Garden Club. 

Girl Scouts. 

Grammar School Alumni. 
Grange. 

High School Alumni. 

Industrial Nursing Asso. 

Jewish Women’s Club. 
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John Hannigan Memorial Committee. 
League of Women Voters. 
Kindergarten Club. 

Library Institute. 

Master Plumbers’ Asso. 

Mental Hygiene Committee. 

N. B. Horticultural Society. 

N. B. Musical Asso. 

N. B. Woman’s Club. 

New Thought. 

Old Dartmouth Historical Society. 
Presbyterian Church Committee. 
Psychology Club. 

Psychology Lectures. 

Red Cross. 

Rotary Club Directors. 

School of Religious Education. 
Simmons College Club. 

Sons of Veterans Auxiliary. 

So. Bristol County Medical Asso. 
Standard Reading Contest. 
Stenography Class. 

Teacher’s Asso. 

University Extension Lectures. 
Whaling Film Co. 

meter) + U, 

weev. C. A. 
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ANNUAL REPORT 
Trustees of Free Public Library. 


City oF NEw Beprorp. 


In Boarp or ALDERMEN, 
February 14, 1924. 


Received ordered printed in City Documents and sent 
down for concurrence. 


RODOLPHUS ApswWwaAe 
City Clerk, 


In Common COUNCIL, 


February 14, 1924. 
Concurred. 


RUTH G: HILTON} Glew 


